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Habitat for Greater Prairie Chickens  

in Tallgrass Prairie 

This Conservation Reserve 

Program (CRP) practice is available in 

the tallgrass prairie ecoregion of 

Nebraska where greater prairie 

chicken range currently exists, and in 

counties with high potential for range 

expansion with the addition of suitable 

CRP habitat.   

Tallgrass prairie is one of the most 

threatened ecosystems in North 

America.  Over 98% of eastern 

Nebraskaôs tallgrass prairie has been 

lost.  The remaining tracts are small in 

size and are threatened by further 

fragmentation, overgrazing, herbicide 

spraying, and exotic plant, shrub and 

tree invasion. 

Prairie grouse are iconic species of 

the plains, and a popular game bird. 

Although initially opportunistic with 

the introduction of agriculture, 

increasing scarcity of large intact 

tracts of land in the eastern portion of 

their range with suitable lekking, 

nesting, and brooding cover has 

resulted in population declines. 

State Acres for Wildlife 

Enhancement (SAFE) enrollments for 

prairie chickens accept tracts of land 

from 40 to 160 acres to reincorporate 

large blocks of quality nesting and 

brooding cover on the landscape. 

Additional wildlife benefits can be 

achieved by incorporating multiple 

plantings (eg. nesting cover, brood-

rearing cover, winter cover) to better 

meet year round life-cycle needs. 

Customized seeding designs and an 

interspersion of cover types will 

diversify habitat benefits for prairie 

chickens, other upland game birds, 

and a host of grassland nesting 

songbirds. 

  Groups of males will assemble in 
early spring on communal 
mating grounds called ñleks.ò 

%ÖÅÒÙ ÓÐÒÉÎÇȟ ÍÁÌÅ ÇÒÅÁÔÅÒ ÐÒÁÉÒÉÅ ÃÈÉÃËÅÎÓ 
ÐÅÒÆÏÒÍ ÄÉÓÐÌÁÙ ÒÉÔÕÁÌÓ ÁÎÄ ÃÏÍÐÅÔÅ ÔÏ ÂÒÅÅÄ 
×ÉÔÈ ÆÅÍÁÌÅÓȢ   
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Purpose 

¶ Benefit greater prairie chicken and 
other rare or declining wildlife 

species. 

¶ Improve or create high quality 
grassland habitat. 

Eligibility 

¶ Acres must be cropland or considered 
planted to an agricultural commodity 

during four of six crop years.  Years 

are determined by the Farm Bill.   

¶ Eligible acres may be signed up on a 
continuous basis and do not have to 

wait for a sign up period as long as 

acres are available. 

¶ Does not have to be Highly Erodible 
Land (HEL) to be eligible. 

¶ Minimum size requirements for CP38 
is 40 acres with a maximum of 160 

acres.   

¶ Contracts may have a duration of 10 
to 15 years.   

¶ Planting of food plots is allowed 
without cost assistance. 

 

 

Rental Rate 

¶ Annual payment based on the county 
soil rental rate established for the 

three predominate soils. 

Incentives 

¶ One time sign up bonus payment 
(SIP) of $100 per acre. 

¶ Reimbursement payment of 
approximately 50% of costs for 

establishment and management 

practices. 

¶ One time practice incentive payment 
(PIP) of approximately 40% for 

establishment costs once all the 

practices are completed and initial 

50% reimbursement payment is 

made.  Both of these payments 

together make up about 90% of the 

cost of establishment.   

Management 

¶ Mid-Contract Management (MCM) is 
required at least once during the 

length of the contract.   

¶ If CP38 is planted into existing grass 
cover, an initial MCM activity will be 

required to establish the planting. 

¶ Haying and grazing are allowed on 
CP38 acres. 

FOR MORE INFORMATION 

4ÈÒÏÕÇÈ Á ÐÁÒÔÎÅÒÓÈÉÐ ×ÉÔÈ 0ÈÅÁÓÁÎÔÓ &ÏÒÅÖÅÒ 
ÁÎÄ 1ÕÁÉÌ &ÏÒÅÖÅÒȟ .ÅÂÒÁÓËÁ 'ÁÍÅ Ǫ 0ÁÒËÓ 
#ÏÍÍÉÓÓÉÏÎ ÁÎÄ ÔÈÅ .ÁÔÕÒÁÌ 2ÅÓÏÕÒÃÅÓ 
#ÏÎÓÅÒÖÁÔÉÏÎ 3ÅÒÖÉÃÅȟ ×ÉÌÄÌÉÆÅ ÂÉÏÌÏÇÉÓÔÓ  

ÁÒÅ ÁÖÁÉÌÁÂÌÅ ÔÏ ÈÅÌÐ ÐÒÏÖÉÄÅ ×ÉÌÄÌÉÆÅ ÈÁÂÉÔÁÔ 
ÇÕÉÄÁÎÃÅȟ ÔÅÃÈÎÉÃÁÌ ÁÓÓÉÓÔÁÎÃÅ ÏÎ ÔÈÅ  
ÁÖÁÉÌÁÂÌÅ ÃÏÎÓÅÒÖÁÔÉÏÎ ÐÒÏÇÒÁÍÓ  
ÁÎÄ ÄÅÓÉÇÎ ÓÅÅÄÉÎÇ ÍÉØÔÕÒÅÓȢ 

&ÏÒ ÆÕÒÔÈÅÒ ÉÎÆÏÒÍÁÔÉÏÎ ÖÉÓÉÔ .ÅÂÒÁÓËÁ0&ȢÃÏÍ ÏÒ 
ÃÁÌÌ όψψ-ϋχχ-χϊϊύȢ 

!ÌÌ ÁÒÅÁÓ ÓÈÏ×Î ÉÎ ÏÒÁÎÇÅ ÏÎ ÔÈÅ ÍÁÐ ÁÒÅ ÅÌÉÇÉÂÌÅ ÆÏÒ 3!&% 4ÁÌÌÇÒÁÓÓ 0ÒÁÉÒÉÅ #ÏÎÔÉÎÕÏÕÓ #20 ÓÉÇÎ-
ÕÐȢ  5Ð ÔÏ φόȟόωτ ÁÃÒÅÓ ÍÁÙ ÂÅ ÅÎÒÏÌÌÅÄ ÉÎ #ÏÎÔÉÎÕÏÕÓ #20 ÆÏÒ ÔÈÉÓ ÐÒÏÊÅÃÔ ×ÉÔÈÉÎ  ÅÌÉÇÉÂÌÅ ÃÏÕÎÔÉÅÓȢ   

'ÒÅÁÔÅÒ ÐÒÁÉÒÉÅ ÃÈÉÃËÅÎÓ ÒÅÑÕÉÒÅ ÌÁÒÇÅ  
ÁÒÅÁÓ ÏÆ ÐÒÁÉÒÉÅ ÏÒ ÓÕÉÔÁÂÌÅ ÇÒÁÓÓÌÁÎÄÓ ÆÏÒ 
ÎÅÓÔÉÎÇȟ ÂÒÏÏÄ ÒÅÁÒÉÎÇ ÁÎÄ ÒÏÏÓÔÉÎÇ ÃÏÖÅÒȢ 

The USDA is an equal 

opportunity provider 

and employer. 

&ÉÅÌÄÓ ÓÉÇÎÅÄ ÕÐ ÕÎÄÅÒ ÔÈÅ 4ÁÌÌÇÒÁÓÓ 0ÒÁÉÒÉÅ 
3!&% ÐÒÏÇÒÁÍ ÔÈÒÏÕÇÈ #20 ÁÒÅ ÅÌÉÇÉÂÌÅ ÆÏÒ 
ÈÁÙÉÎÇ ÁÎÄ ÇÒÁÚÉÎÇ ÁÃÃÏÒÄÉÎÇ ÔÏ #20 ÇÕÉÄÅÌÉÎÅÓȢ 
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