
Habitat Tips: 

 Regular monitoring is essential to detect early stages of gully 
formation. Reshape and reseed waterways, if needed. 

 Grassed waterway habitats are comparable to roadsides, and, if 
left unmowed, pheasants may have similar nesting success. 

 Avoid driving up and down grassed waterways, especially during 
wet conditions. The ruts caused by tire tracks can lead to gullies. 

Wildlife, Wildflowers, and More: 

July is hot, with average highs in the upper 80s. Bird songs fade and 

cicadas buzz. Wheat harvest begins and sweet corn is ready for 

picking. Wild bergamot, compass plant, and grayhead coneflower 

burst into bloom like fireworks on the 4th of July. Seed heads show 

on warm-season grasses. Whip-poor-wills and fireflies provide 

evening entertainment while sitting around a summer camp fire.  

Population Trends 

Nebraska’s Rural Mail Carrier 

Survey began counting ring-

necked pheasants in 1945. The 

four-day surveys in April, July, 

and October count the number of 

pheasants, quail, and prairie 

grouse seen along mail routes. 

As a result, population indices 

(i.e. pheasants per 100 miles) 

detect population trends and 

forecast the fall hunting outlook. 

To improve data reliability, 

August Roadside Surveys use 

standardized  methods to provide 

an index of pheasant productivity 

and summer population size. 

 

Pheasant Crossings 

Why did the pheasant cross the 

road? According to an Oregon 

study, food and cover influence 

pheasant movements across the 

highway. Areas with good 

roadside cover opposite grain 

fields had the highest number of 

road kills. Mortality peaked after 

wheat and oat harvest, as waste 

grains attracted pheasants.  Also, 

the combination of traffic volume 

and bird activity appeared to 

increase the number of road kills. 

Fix It, Don’t Disc It 

The USDA Natural Resources 

Conservation Service has 

funding to help Nebraska’s 

farmers control erosion through 

the Ephemeral Gully Control 

Initiative. Eligible producers have 

until July 21 to apply under the 

Environmental Quality Incentives 

Program (EQIP) 

 

Waterways and Wildlife 

An Iowa study found 3x more 

bird species in the grassed 

waterways compared to the 

surrounding cropland. Bird use 

was influenced by waterway 

width, forb cover, and limited 

disturbance, such as mowing. 

 

Idle Areas 

“There are idle spots on every 

farm, and every highway is 

bordered by an idle strip as long 

as it is; keep cow, plow, and 

mower out of these idle spots, 

and the full native flora, plus 

dozens of interesting stowaways 

from foreign parts, could be part 

of the normal environment of 

every citizen.”  - Aldo Leopold 
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30 31 NOTES  Attend a habitat tour this summer! 

       Big game permits will go on sale on July 10. 

Black-eyed Susan in CRP pollinator planting 
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