
NEBRASKA’S 28TH ANNUAL 

STATE HABITAT MEETING 
February 9, 2019  

Holiday Inn Convention Center 

Kearney, NE 



COVEY 
CORNER
Open 8:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m. in  

Stateroom A & B 

 

Youth/Young Adult Room 

Archery Range

BB Gun Range

Collegiate Chapter 

Fly Tying

Pollinator Activities 

Career Table 

C H E C K  O U T  O U R  2  N E W  R O O M S

WINE & CRAFT 
ROOM
8:00 a.m. to 1:00 p.m. Stateroom C 

Wine Tasting & Painting 1:30 to 4:00 p.m. 

 

Rustic Patch  Painting Activity 

$20/person. RSVP by Feb 1st 

Wine Tasting                                

Becoming an Outdoor Woman & 

Beyond the Shot Table 

Craft Table & Wild Game Recipes 

Register online at: http://nebraskapf.com/state-habitat-meeting/

Visit online: https://www.therusticpatch.com/ 



Teaching the Skill of 
Shotgunning

M A R K  &  S A L L Y  S T E V E N S

Mark & Sally Stevens, ATA/NRA Certified Shotgun Coaches (Level 3) 
will work with you one-on-one to get you more comfortable with your 
gun, teach wingshooting skills to beginners from the ground up, and 

help those of us strugglers figure out why we aren't connecting. 
Limited to 20 participants. 

Sunday, February 10, 2019   9:00 a.m. - 12:00 p.m. 
 

Fort Kearney Shooting Sports Association 
Outdoor Skills & Youth Development Facility 

115 & Pool Road, Kearney, NE 68848



Saturday - February 9, 2019 
Holiday Inn Convention Center  

Kearney, NE 

7:00 pm - 11:00pm Partner and Volunteer Appreciation Social and Appetizers. Open to all State Habitat Meeting attendees. Beat the Saturday morning lines and register early.  

Plan on picking up your name tag and State Habitat Meeting agenda booklet. 

  

7:40 am Registration Begins. Visit the registration booth to pick up your name tag and agenda booklet. 

8:15 am - 4:30pm State Habitat Meeting Presentations, Covey Corner Open, Craft and Wine Room Open 

1:30pm - 3:30 pm Painting with the Rustic Patch and Wine Tasting 

5:30pm -  9:30pm Prairie Hills Pheasants Forever Chapter Annual Banquet. Loper North and South. Doors Open at 5:30. Attend the annual event to socialize, win prizes, 
and participate in the silent and live auctions to support habitat conservation and youth education.  
 

  

9:00am-12:00pm Teaching the Skill of Shotgunning; (Limited to 20 participants). Mark & Sally Stevens, ATA/NRA Certified Shotgun Coaches (Level3), will work with you one on 
one to get you more comfortable with your gun, teach wingshooting skills to beginners from the ground up, and help those of us strugglers figure out why we 
aren’t connecting. This 3-hour workshop will take place at the Fort Kearny Shooting Sports Association Outdoor Skills and Youth Development Facility. 115th & 
Pool Road, Kearney, NE 68848.  

Friday, February 8, 2019 

Saturday, February 9, 2019 

Sunday, February 10, 2019 



7:45 Get Registered and Pick Up Your State Habitat Meeting Booklet 

8:15 Welcome to the Nebraska State Habitat Meeting  —  Jim Douglas, Director of the Nebraska Game and Parks Commission  

8:35 Washington DC and the 2018 Farm Bill — Bethany Erb, Pheasants Forever and Quail Forever. Living near Washington DC, Bethany works with policy makers every 
day to help shape a Farm Bill that works for wildlife. Hear an inside view of the Farm Bill policy and what we know moving forward for programs including RAWA, CSP, 
EQIP, CRP, and Voluntary Public Access. Hear what that means for conservationists like us. 

9:10 Nebraska Alternatives Beyond CRP — Ritch Nelson, USDA-NRCS State Biologist. Nebraska USDA has been an early adopter of wildlife practices outside of the 
traditional Conservation Reserve Program. Learn about the innovative program impacts accomplished in the past and how that may transition into the future with the new 
2018 Farm Bill.   
 

   

10:00 Southwest Missouri Quail Study: Raccoon Densities, Movements, and Bobwhites  — Frank Loncarich and Kyle Hedges, Missouri Department of Conservation. 
Raccoon populations and their movements on several study sites in Missouri. Hear the predators travel pattern as it relates to mature trees, bobwhite quail nest locations, 
and other factors. Learn more about this common species and its impact on our native and non-native birds.   

10:40 Hitler’s Effect on Pheasant Habitat in Nebraska  — Larkin Powell, University of Nebraska-Lincoln. How did a world war shape our state and impact Nebraska wildlife 
conservation? Larkin will give us a bird’s eye view of the landscape changes following the war and the grassland change over time.   

11:20 Utilizing Change to Shape the Future — Kelsi Wehrman, Pheasants Forever and Quail Forever State Coordinator. How do we take what we’ve learned and make 
change? Nebraska partnerships had a record setting year with more growth than ever. We’ve taken on new initiatives and new positions to set the stage for more 
landscape impact than ever. Learn about a new program that will be offered this spring and what it means for agriculture, urban areas, and wastelands.    

11:40 Nebraska’s Upland Slam Drawing —  John Laux, Nebraska Game and Parks Commission and Kelsi Wehrman, Pheasants Forever and Quail Forever. The 1st Annual 
Upland Slam was a huge success!!  Meet the participants and see the results of the 1st Annual Upland Slam!   

12:00 Noon Buffet Meal 

12:45 Scholarship and State Awards 

⬧⬧⬧⬧⬧⬧⬧⬧⬧⬧⬧⬧⬧⬧⬧⬧⬧⬧⬧⬧⬧⬧⬧⬧⬧⬧⬧⬧⬧⬧⬧⬧⬧⬧⬧⬧⬧⬧          15 Minute Break with Refreshments      ⬧⬧⬧⬧⬧⬧⬧⬧⬧⬧⬧⬧⬧⬧⬧⬧⬧⬧⬧⬧⬧⬧⬧⬧⬧⬧⬧⬧⬧⬧⬧⬧⬧⬧⬧⬧⬧⬧     9:45 



Research and Dog Training  

Ballroom 1 

Habitat Management  

Ballroom 2 

History and Policy 

Stateroom D 

Recruit, Retain, Reactivate  

Stateroom E 

Southwest Missouri Quail Study: Nest Timing 
- Different Than We Thought; Frank Loncarich 
and Kyle Hedges, Wildlife Biologists and Land 
Managers, Missouri Department of Conservation. 
Ever wonder how much predators and other 
disturbances impact birds during nesting? Hear 
more about the 4-year study being conducted in 
Missouri with surprise nesting conclusions about 
bobwhite quail. Presenters will discuss nest 
timing, peaks and length and the management 
implications regarding disturbances.  

How To: Ranch For Wildlife and Profit; Russ 
Sundstrom, Private Landowner and Andy 
Moore, Pheasants Forever. Eastern Red Cedar 
control is vital for cattle operations and to 
maintain quality wildlife habitat. Russ owns 
native rangeland near North Platte raising 
Angus and longhorn cattle for beef and roping 
steer markets. Russ uses many tactics and 
programs to help manage his property, 
business, and wildlife. See what has worked for 
him to create a thriving grazing enterprise. 

Historical Collection of Saline Wetlands 
Information and Benefits to Pheasants, Quail, 
and Other Wildlife; Molly Haas and Tom 
Malmstrom, Saline Wetlands Conservation 
Partnership. Saline wetlands make up a unique 
landscape in Nebraska with wetland and upland 
complexes providing habitat for hundreds of 
different plants and animals. These sites provide 
unique hunting opportunities in Eastern Nebraska. 
See the collection of information dating back to the 
late 1800s.  

Cultivating the Next Generation of Forever;  
Drew Larsen, Director of Habitat Education 
Programs, Pheasants Forever and Quail 
Forever.  
Learn about education and outreach programs 
helping chapters deliver mission in local 
communities throughout the country. Drew will 
spotlight the PF/QF vision for our youth and 
young adults through pollinator programs, 
shooting sports, mentored hunts, chapter 
events, and school habitat programs. Gain 
insight and ideas for your chapter. 

How To: Redefine the Versatile Dog; Aleah 
German, Dog Trainer, Last Call Bird Dog 
Kennels. Learn about gun dog basics and starting 
your new hunting partner on birds. Aleah is the 
owner of Sully who is the first Vizsla to ever earn 
passes in AKC Senior Retriever, HRC Seasoned, 
and first to earn a title in NAHRA. She currently 
has two Vizslas that she has trained to achieved 
AKC Master Hunter titles and will do a live 
demonstration of techniques on how to mold a 
versatile gun dog.  

How To: Plant and Care for Your Shrub 
Thickets; Steve Anderson, Private Contractor 
and Ryan Lodge, Pheasants Forever. Shrubby 
cover is an important component of habitat with 
quality sites disappearing across the landscape. 
However, shrubs can be reestablished with 
proper placement, prep work, and follow-up 
management. Hear from the biologist that plans 
the designs and the contractor with tips of best 
planting method, chemical use and care.    

The Conservation Reserve Program:  Past, 
Present, and Future; Eric Zach, Ag Program 
Manager, Nebraska Game and Parks 
Commission.  Learn about the changes to CRP in 
the 2018 Farm Bill and how it impacts Nebraska 
acres. Eric will give a historical summary of CRP, 
current numbers and what we can expect in the 
future. We’ll discuss what we know about the 
changes within the new Farm Bill and possible 
opportunities.  

Thinking Outside of the Box, Collegiate 
Hunt;  Jordyn Koenig, Big Red PF Collegiate 
Chapter. Collegiate chapters and events are 
gaining popularity not only in Nebraska, but 
other states. Hear about the first collegiate hunt 
in Nebraska that took place this fall.  Learn 
about the participants as well as the mentors.  
Hear how this University of Nebraska –Lincoln 
chapter has set the bar and what their plans are 
for moving forward! 

Prairie Grouse and Access 

Ballroom 1 

Habitat Management  

Ballroom 2 

Conservation Agriculture 

Stateroom D 

R3 and Pollinators  

Stateroom E 

Shooting Instruction  

Stateroom F 

Nebraska Prairie Grouse: Ecology and 
Management; Bill Vodenhal, Wildlife 
Biologist, Nebraska Game and Parks 
Commission. This presentation will address 
distribution, population status, and threats to 
populations of greater prairie-chickens and 
sharp-tailed grouse in the Great Plains. 
Attention will also be given to understanding 
habitat use by prairie grouse and 
management strategies to encourage species 
survival. Landscape level efforts to restore 
habitat will be addressed for the Great Plains 
and Nebraska. 

How to: Conduct Habitat Management on 
Your Property Q & A; Jim Conn and Bruce 
Sprague, Pheasants Forever. Question and 
answer session on habitat management 
techniques. Jim and Bruce will discuss 
topics such as firebreak preparations, food 
plots, disking, interseeding, chemical 
control, high intensity grazing, smooth 
brome spraying, native grass and forb 
establishment and high intensity grazing to 
improve your property for wildlife. This will 
be a great opportunity to learn from two with 
first hand experience. Bring questions. 

Precision Conservation: A Novel Tool to 
Optimize Ag Production and Habitat.; Andy 
Little, Assistant Professor and Extension 
Specialist, UNL. Loss of habitat in intensively 
managed ag lands is an important challenge 
throughout the Corn Belt. Simplification of 
cropping systems with the goal of increasing 
yield has been one of the leading contributors 
to declines in bird populations. In an effort to 
balance ag production, conservation, and 
environmental quality goals, Andy will discuss 
the use of precision conservation to maximize 
landscape diversity.  

How To:  Introduce the Next 
Generation to the Outdoors; Pheasants 
Forever Chapter Leader and Marissa 
Jensen, Outreach and Communications 
Coordinator, Pheasants Forever; Recruit, 
Retain, and Reactivate, right? How!?! 
What steps do we take to introduce and 
keep the next generation of 
conservationists? How do you run a 
quality youth or beginner hunter 
event? Learn a few tricks of the trade as 
well as new ideas from the ones that do it 
best….the volunteers.    

How To: Back to Basics - Shotgun Gun 
Mount & Vision; Mark and Sally Stevens, 
Minnesota Youth Shotgun Council and NRA 
Level 3 Shooting Coaches, Buffalo, 
Minnesota. This session focuses on gun 
mount & vision tips and techniques to 
elevate your shotgun game, whether in the 
field or in competition. Great for beginners to 
advanced participants. Getting back to the 
basics is essential for consistent 
performance. Be sure to checkout the 
shooting workshop. 

Nebraska’s Public Access:  How to Hunt 
From an Outsider’s View;  Aaron Herring 
and Isaac Young, Pheasants Forever.  Aaron 
and Isaac both moved to Nebraska in 2018 to 
become Farm Bill Biologists. Both are avid 
outdoorsman and have been very successful 
upland game, big game, and waterfowl 
hunting and fishing on public lands. Listen to 
the out-of-stater’s perspectives on the quality 
of the hunt, tools they use, and how it 
compares to other states.  

How To: Conduct Wildlife Surveys on 
Your Property; Ben Wheeler, Coordinating 
Wildlife Biologist, Pheasants Forever. 
Wildlife Professionals conduct wildlife 
surveys each year to determine population 
trends and change over time. However, 
landowners and wildlife enthusiasts can 
conduct these same surveys to tell them 
more about the wildlife use of their area. 
Here’s how to conduct whistle counts, crow 
counts, lek surveys and more! 

Benefits of Spring Cover Crops for Upland 
Game Birds; Addie Annis, Graduate 
Research Student. Spring cover crops are 
becoming a popular tool for use in a variety of 
farm services. Presence of cover crops on the 
landscape can also provide resources to 
benefit wildlife populations. Learn about 
results from a Kansas spring cover crop and 
ring-necked pheasant study and how these 
methods may be applied to your land 
management system.  

Monarchs and Milkweed; Pollinators, 
Pheasants, People, and Public Lands; 
Mercy Dinwiddie, Wildlife Biologist, NGPC 
and Nebraska Wildlife Federation. Hear 
the latest on monarch populations and 
learn about a Nebraska study related to 
milkweed establishment on private and 
public lands. Mercy will describe how 
monarch efforts have impacted pheasant 
and quail habitat and our public hunting 
opportunities.   

How To: Back to Basics - Shotgun Body 
Mechanics & Movement; Mark and Sally 
Stevens, Minnesota Youth Shotgun Council 
and NRA Level 3 Shooting Coaches, 
Buffalo, Minnesota. This session focuses 
on body mechanics & movement tips and 
techniques to elevate your shotgun game, 
whether in the field or in competition. Great 
for beginners to advanced participants; 
getting back to the basics is essential for 
consistent performance. 

 ⬧⬧⬧⬧⬧⬧⬧⬧⬧⬧⬧⬧⬧⬧⬧⬧⬧⬧⬧⬧⬧⬧⬧⬧⬧⬧⬧⬧⬧⬧⬧⬧⬧⬧⬧⬧⬧⬧            15 Minute Break with Refreshments      ⬧⬧⬧⬧⬧⬧⬧⬧⬧⬧⬧⬧⬧⬧⬧⬧⬧⬧⬧⬧⬧⬧⬧⬧⬧⬧⬧⬧⬧⬧⬧⬧⬧⬧⬧⬧⬧⬧     

1:30 

to 

2:10 

2:15 

to 

2:55 

3:10 

to 

3:50 

3:55 

to 

4:35 



Thank You 
To all the Landowner, Conservation Partners and  Sponsors 

that support Pheasants Forever & Quail Forever in Nebraska. 

 


