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CP38E-4D Upland Wildlife SAFE  

Quality nesting and brooding habitat 
is the limiting factor for upland 

game bird populations in Nebraska. 

INTERESTING FACT 

    

A covey headquarters can be created by 
planting shrubs like American plum, 
chokecherry, sand cherry,  or buffaloberry.   

CP38E - 4D Upland Wildlife SAFE is 

a Nebraska specific initiative to increase 

populations of upland wildlife species such 

as bobwhite quail, pheasants, greater prairie-

chickens and sharp-tailed grouse while also 

benefiting grassland dependent songbirds 

and pollinators. These acres will also 

improve water quality, soil health, and 

sequester carbon. 

 The design for Upland Wildlife 

SAFE fields is to provide needs for all life 

stages of the targeted species. This includes 

high diverse seed mixes, addressing the need 

for nesting, brood-rearing, and winter habitat, 

and appropriate shrubby cover. A seed mix for 

this type of CRP will include a minimum of 

30 species of native grasses, wildflowers and 

appropriate legumes. A SAFE design may 

include a combination of the following habitat 

features:  

 

Nesting Cover 

Nesting cover is less dense than traditional 

CRP, comprised of  approximately 50% 

grasses and 50% broadleaf plants. A 

combination of bunchgrasses and cool season 

grasses provide optimal structure and timing 

of growth. 

Brood-Rearing Cover 

A diversity of blooming plants attracts insects 

for the entirety of the growing season. 

Broadleaf plants also provide the overhead 

canopy structure and bare ground for efficient 

brood foraging. 

 

Winter Cover 

Densely seeded tall, warm-season grasses 

provide thermal refuge in winter months. 

 

Shrubby Cover 

Shrub thickets are vital as quail covey 

headquarters and function year round as 

escape and thermal cover for all upland game 

bird species. Shrub cover in SAFE could be in 

the form of a shrub thicket, edge feathering, 

loose brush piles, or dense forb patches. 

 

 

Edge Habitat 

Pheasants and quail respond positively to 

“edge” which can be achieved through use of 

food plots, firebreaks, or other habitat 

transitions. Edge practices such as firebreaks 

ease the division of management of large 

fields into multiple years. 

Ideal brood habitat consists of flowering 
species  to attract insects and bare ground 
to allow for easy movement. 
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What does a CP38E contract 
look like? 
• Improve or create high 
 quality and diverse 
 grassland habitats that will 
 benefit declining upland 
 game bird populations and 
 grassland dependent 
 songbirds and pollinators. 
 
• Create side benefits for water 
 quality, soil health and carbon 
 sequestration.  
 

• Establish high diversity 
 plantings, and address 
 shrubby cover needs on the 
 landscape. 
 

• Acres must be cropland or 
 considered planted to an 
 agricultural commodity  during 
 four of six crop years.  Years 
 are determined by the current 
 Farm Bill.   
 
• Eligible acres may be signed 
 up on a continuous basis 
 and are not subject to 
 competitive ranking 
 nationwide. 
 

• Five acre minimum 
 enrollment with no 
 maximum acreage for 

 enrollment. Five acre 
 average if multiple fields are 
 enrolled. 
 
• Acres enrolled as food plots 
 (CP12) are not eligible for 
 cost-share or incentive 
 payments. 
 
• Annual payment is based 
 on the county soil rental rate 
 established for the three 
 predominant soils. 
 

• 10 - 15 year contract length. 
 

• Standard 50% cost-share 
 on establishment practices. 
 
• Sign-up incentive payments 
 (SIP) and/or practice 
 incentive payments (PIP) 
 may be available.   
 
• No cost-share for management 
 is available, but is still required 
 once in the lifetime of the 
 contract. 

Quality upland wildlife habitat is typically comprised of three habitat components located immediately 
next to each other:  large thickets of shrubby cover, areas of bare soil provided by food plots, crops or light 
disking and a grass/forb mixture. 

Shrub Cover 

Grasses, Forbs, Weeds 

Bare Ground 
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FOR MORE INFORMATION 

Through a partnership with Pheasants Forever and 

Quail Forever, Nebraska Game & Parks 

Commission and the Natural Resources 

Conservation Service, wildlife biologists are 

available to help provide wildlife habitat guidance, 

technical assistance on the  

available conservation programs and  

design seeding mixtures. 

For further information visit NebraskaPF.com 
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